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Regrow Borneo Update
A new site has now been established called Sungai Pin, where the team have
opened four restoration plots and are currently preparing a fifth plot. At this
site we have undertaken biodiversity monitoring prior to opening the sites,
where 1 plot is being used as a control area and was only cleared and allowed
to naturally restore with no intervention from the team to assess the rates of
restoration within managed plots compared to natural regeneration.
Frog surveys are in full swing within this new site, as well as small mammal
trapping, bird surveys using mist nests, and pitfall traps to survey the dung
beetles present. Camera traps have also been placed at the site to further
monitor the wildlife!
Bird surveys, frog surveys and small mammal surveys are also currently being
conducted in Laab 3.0, another new site due to be opened soon. Frog surveys
have been completed in Kaboi Stumping 3.0, where Maz and the team will
soon begin small mammal trapping.

Please continue supporting Regrow Borneo by donating on

https://regrowborneo.org/donate.
We will continue updating you with the progress of the project.

https://regrowborneo.org/donate
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INL Project – Training with Justice For Wildlife 

During the most recent INL workshop, 32 representatives of the 9 Malaysian
state departments, law enforcement agencies and NGOs gathered to participate
in the Justice for Silent Victims X: Investigation, Prosecution and Courtroom
Training.
This was jointly organised by the Sabah Wildlife Department, the US Department
of Justice’s Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Development Assistance and
Training, Justice for Wildlife Malaysia, and Danau Girang Field Centre. During this
training participants gained experience in arrests, interviewing, prosecution and
decorum methods within the courtroom composed of a mixture of presentation
and practical exercises.
Unfortunately, the illegal wildlife trade and persecution are still very much an
issue that threatens native endangered species and have been the focus of the
wildlife enforcement agenda. This project is therefore important to establish
strong cases for the proper prosecution to successfully convict criminals, with
international support and global collaboration.
Moving forward, the INL allows the support of a strong interagency network,
training together in crime scene investigation, biosafety and online
investigations. This training forms the next step on the ladder to successfully
prosecuting and convicting those that perform wildlife crimes.



April - August 2022 3

.

Field Courses

We recently welcomed our first field course since the COVID pandemic,
where we were joined by 15 students from Miami University and
Project Dragonfly. They spent 5 days with us experiencing the jungle.

Soon after, we also welcomed 17 students from Cardiff University’s
School of Biosciences, who stayed for two weeks at the centre
learning about tropical biodiversity assessments. During their time
they were involved with Regrow Borneo, spent time tracking
pangolins, watching orangutans, and getting hands-on experience in
many other aspects of tropical biodiversity research.
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After the Cardiff field course, we also welcomed a second group
from Miami, who spent time learning about tropical jungle
ecology with us.

Needless to say, all of our recent field courses have had an absolute
blast. It is fantastic to finally be joined at the centre once again by
groups such as these to enjoy, learn and conserve the forests of the
Kinabatangan.
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Jusma’s Research Assistant Experience

Jusma has now been working at DGFC for 6 months and is having 
a fantastic time and learning a lot! “Working here gives me a lot 
of opportunities to help the visiting researchers in their work”, 
she explained. “Honestly, here I can be extremely open with 
students and visitors who come to the centre, which allows for 
me to gain a lot of inspiration from them and their research. 
Being here is like killing two birds with one stone; I can help 
researchers and learn new things! For me, DGFC is a place full of 
knowledge that needs to be explored and conserved.”
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Living with Elephants

There is never a dull moment here at DGFC and living in elephant 
stomping grounds. This can clearly be seen in the recent published 
press release below!
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In this study GPS telemetry data from 2010 to 2020 for 14 collared
elephants to map their entire known ranges and highly used areas (hot
spots) across four land use categories and estimate time spent within
these. If you want to read this paper it is available here.

This paper used camera trapping data to estimate species richness,
beta diversity, phylogenetic and functional diversity in nine forest
reserves with different management classifications and backgrounds. If
you wish to learn more the paper is available here.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-16630-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10531-022-02423-8
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The goal of this project was to test whether the approach of a motor-
boat induces stress-related and other behaviors in proboscis monkeys
in the light of increased primate based eco-tourism. If this topic is to
your interest the full paper can be read here.

This study conducted an exploratory serological survey to evaluate the
exposure of Bornean wild carnivores to several viruses common to
domestic felids, at interface areas between protected forest and
industrial agriculture in the Kinabatangan floodplain. To read the full
paper it is available here.

This study investigated the presence of nocturnal activity and the
influence of masking effects on the level of nocturnal activity displayed
by wild proboscis monkeys. If this topic piques your interest the full
paper is available here.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10764-022-00277-z
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/tbed.14549?casa_token=mbJWvGf5PE0AAAAA%3A0buyT9VsCLlKn4idWQZgyT_GBLg3DFdOT8-CHT8VuDKJS8292d1YKuBgo2LyhkV6YOa58yxSoT2QpzBrBA
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ajp.23423
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This article, published in the latest edition of Cat News, is not available
open access, but a copy of the issue can be ordered following
instructions here if you wish to learn more.

The study demonstrated the use of thermal imaging and mosquito
magnet independence traps (MMIT) to assess the abundance, diversity
and infection rates in mosquitoes host seeking near long-tailed
macaque sleeping sites in the Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary,
Malaysian Borneo. If you wish to read more, the paper is available open
access here.

http://www.catsg.org/index.php?id=611
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10393-022-01586-8
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Danau Girang Field Centre
Danau Girang Field Centre was opened in July 2008. It is 
located in the Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Sabah, Malaysia.

Danau Girang is owned by the Sabah Wildlife 
Departments and supported by Cardiff University. Its 

purpose is to further scientific research with the aim of 
contributing to long-term conservation projects in the 

area and develop a better understanding of our 
environment and the living things we share it with.

Contact Us:
Danau Girang Field Centre
Lot 6
The Jungle
Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary
Sabah

Email: contact@dgfc.life
Web Page Address: www.dgfc.life

Editor: Tyler Cuddy

Director of Publication: Benoit Goossens

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of Cardiff University.
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