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Arrivals-and/\isitors

Deva Darshini Thinakaranand Jessie
Ho Si Wai - Recently two UPM
veterinary students visited DGFCfor
three daysto follow our resident vet
Dr. SergioGuerreroSanchezandlearn
aboutwildlife veterinarypractice Both
assisted with the monitor lizard
project and alsofollowed PhDstudent,
JennyBrunke smallmammaltrapping,
in  which parasite samples were
collected to study in the DGFC
laboratory

SuzanneTomassiand Mike Kaputa— Suzannean ornithologist
from America,recently visited the field centre to carry out mist
netting and bird ringingaspart of the Cardifffield course Suzanne
returned for a few more dayswith her husbandMike following the
field courseto catchbirdson varioustrails aroundDGFC

Jimli Perijin ¢ Kinabatangan'snew Wildlife Department District
Officervisitedthe field centreto meet all the studentsandfind out
aboutall the researchprojectsbeingconductedwithin the area

Jordan Goodwin — Jordan,a Cardiff University undergraduate,
will be at DGFQor the next 3 months Shewill be collectingleech
samplesfrom the forest corridor in the hope of extractingblood
whenshereturnsto Cardiff Thiswill enableher to identify animals
the leecheshave been feeding on within the forest corridor and
seeif this correlateswith cameratrap data.
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Selamatlalan
Grhca=celelcan d

The 15" July was a sad day for the DGFCfamily when
ProfessionalTraining Year (PTY)students Helen Cadwallader
(left) and GraceDibden (right) cameto the end of their 12
month placementshere at DGFCH e | enmojécswhile at the
centre focussedon hornbill nesting, and Gr a ccengparing
sunbearsignsbetweenforest blockand forestcorridorHe r e’
what the girlshadto sayabouttheir placements

LS S Grace— “ A ma zincredible
| -1 and so much more. | really
c a n betieve its been 12
months Thanksto everyone
here its been the best year of
my life. | ’ rhids everything
aboutDG the people,the river
andthe wildlife.”

Helen - “ T hplase is incredible, always surprising and
challenging| * exmgeriencedthings| neverthought | would
and changedmore than | cansay Thanksso muchto all of
the amazing,crazy friends who have made this place so
special

DGFC would like to tharylou both for all your help over the
year and wish you all the very best with your future studies!
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Cardiffffreld-course

On the 28 June DGFC welcomed 22 students from Cardiff
university for a two week field course. During the first week the
studentslearnta range of field skilland assisted with projects

at DG including:

x Nocturnalprimate tracking
x Birdmist netting

x Crocodile surveying

x Primate surveying

x Entomology

x Botanicplots

During the second week the students split into small groups anc
carried out their own 5 day research projects including:

X A comparison of the parasitic fauna between monitor lizards
located within forest block and forest corridor
X Does eye size in birds correlate with the time of day that the'
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Quottesffmm Cardiff

Jack Rogers® Thi s was
time that | have been to a rain
forest. | thought | knew what to
expect but it was so much better.
| hope that | have the opportunity
to do somet hing

Alex Moore-* Thank vy
an incredible two weeks | have
enjoyed every minute. Seeing &
an Orangutan on the first day #
was definitel

BenFayers-“ An exper
| will never forget and a real
Inspiration to do more of

I AANCINSE . e

KirsteenColquhoun-* | f e,
incredibly lucky to have been |

involved and to have seen so
much including the collaring of
the slowlorisand t he
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New Monitor Lizard project
A new project on monitor lizard was recently launchedby DFGC
and SabahWildlife Department The project will look at the
landscapeecologyof monitor lizardin a fragmentedhabitat in the

Lower KinabatanganWildlife Sanctuary The project is led by
wildlife veterinarian DrSergmGuerreroSanchez
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Largemonitors above 10 kg will be fitted with satellite collarsand
monitored over severalmonths Thiswill enablethe team to look
at the variation of home range size and dispersalrate between
disturbed and undisturbedareasin the KinabatanganTrapshave
beensetin the forestandin the oil palmplantationsandrecently 2
maleswere collaredln the forest
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CrecaodileTaggingl and 5For DGEC!

On 7 July 2013 the DGFCeam and Wildlife
Rescue Unit caught and tagged a 2.26 m
femalecrocodile- the fourth crocto be tagged
here at DGFC Being the first female to be
tagged within the region, she will provide
important information on female crocodile
movementsand nestingsiteswithin the highly
disturbed landscape The capture and tagging
processwas filmed by the MalaysianTV
channel, RTM, and will be part of a special
crocodileprogrammewhichwill be airedsoon

After taking measurements, a Top left: PhD student Luke Evans
tissue sample for genetic analysis ~ securing the satellite tag; Mid
and securingthe satellite tracking  '€ft: Luke being interviewed for

i | dhe f IRt RTM TV; Mid right: The DGFC anc
evice,we reieasedne iemaletha Wildlife Rescue Unit team.

we calledMandi. Photos by Meg Harris
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CrocodilerTaggincpntinued.

W,

Y /’\‘ ,II“!-
SN AT TN
¥

Followingthe successfutaggingof our female crocodileMandi, a few
dayslater on the 11" July DGFCcaughtand taggeda large 4.66m
male crocodilewe named Garang Garangis the fifth crocodileto be
fitted with a satellitetrackingdevice,our fourth male,andthe second
largestcrocodiletaggedin the area(after Siganasvho measuredn at
5.2m).

.- The croc was captured
= ’&J) around 6pm, and due to its
< %% sizeand the risk of the trap

Y W4 sinking the tagging process
a4 had to be carried out as
= soon as possible, taking
¥ aroundthree hours,

tagged within the DGFCvicinity in
lessthan 7 days— a very successful
month for crocodile research!
Fundingfor our crocodile project is
providedby ChesterZooandDGFC
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PrimateField Course
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Between20™ July— 3" Augustl2 studentsrepresentingAustralia,
New Zealand, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and the
Philippinestook part in a Primate Field Coursehere at DGFCled
by PhD student DanicaStark D G F Gciesitific officer. The two
week programme saw students partake in primate related
activities including dawn and dusk primate surveys,phenology
and botanic plots, primate parasitology,nocturnal primates, day
andnight forest walksand primate behaviour
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PrimateField Course

During the secondweek of the field course, students split into

smaller groups to conduct their own field study, formulating

hypothesesdiscussinglata collectionmethodologyand analysing
their data. A seriesof short presentationswvere givenat the end of

the field courseto sharetheir projectfindings!

Projectsincluded

A A comparisonof the parasitic fauna between two primate
speciesthe proboscismonkeyandlong-tailed macaque

A Different data collection methodology for the Monkey Bar
Projectteam

A Projectsfocussingon play behaviour,groomingbehaviourand
aggressiondemonstratedby the long-tailed macaque
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PrimateField Course IRPhoto-Gallery




July 2013 Page 13

PrimateField Course IRPhoto-Gallery




July 2013 Page 14

Other news....

SabahRhino Forum Director of &
DGFC Benoit Goossens recently |
attended a rhino conferenceWith
members of the Government,
NGOs and other stakeholdersto
discussthe plight of the Sumatran ‘
rhino.

Re collaringof slowloris:
Onthe 5" Julyour female slow loris
called Boss was collared for the
third time. The re-collaring was
carried out by PrimatologistDanica
Stark and Master student Priscillia
Miard who is working on nocturnal
primates Thisenabledusto collect
data on B o s fiome range and
behaviour

veterinarian  who previously
volunteered with wildlife
conservatiorand rehabilitation
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the sexes

DGFC researchers Fernando, Gillmoore and
Andrew and Benoit recently had a paper
publishedin CATnewsthe Cat SpecialistGroup
journal The paper, about a Sunda clouded
leopardroad kill they found in March, discusses
the observationin light of dispersalwithin a
fragmented,oil palmdominatedlandscape

On 7th July an adult male tarsier
weighing 130g was caught by DGFC's
researchassistant,SamsirThe male was
fitted with a radio collar and released
immediately after measurements and
sampleswere taken We hope to learn
more about the ranging differences
between males and females and the
extent of home range overlap between

Observation of a road-killed % e
Sunda clouded leopard in
Malaysian Borneo

1 S cloud lespard Neslufs did, rscosty kibed by  vehicle, was e
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Recentlyour wildlife veterinarian,Dr Sergio
Guerrero Sanchezrescueda white bellied
sea eagle juvenile from a fishing line and
retrieved a hook before releasing it
successfully He was assisted by DGFC's
RA Mohd Ekram Doyo and veterinary
studentCharlotteAggouni

Najera F.,Bolongon G., Abram, N. K., Goossens ABnbu L. N., Macdonald, D. W., and Hearn, A. H. 2013. Observation of

road-killed Sundaclouded leopard in Malaysian Borné®@ATnewss8, 42-43
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Conservation Corner:
Rhineceres Hornbill

Common name: Rhinoceros Hornbill
Scientific nameBuceroghinoceros

ICUN status: Near Threatened

Found throughout the Sunda region including Thailand,
Malaysia,Sumatra,Javaand Borneoin both hilly and lowland
forest Rhinoceroshornbills have a broad frugivourous and
omnivorousdiet consistingof many jungle fruits, lizards,frogs,
Insects smallmammalsandotherb i redgs’

Threats
A Habitatloss

A Hunting for meat,
feathers and casque
which can be carved
Into ornaments

Conservation

A Listedon CITE@ppendixll

A Monitor populations across the range to determine the
magnitude of declines and rates of range contraction
Campaigrfor the protection of remainingextensivetracts of
lowlandforestin the Sundaiaegion
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Photosof the\Month!

Photos left to right: Black and red broad bill (photodegna
James); Long tailed macaqugnrneanelephant;Orangutan
forest; Research assistaDbyqg Kinabatangan sunset (photos
by Michael Reynolds)White lippedfrog (photoby Jenny
Brunke
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DanauGirangField Centre

DanauGirangField Centre was opened in July 2008.
It is located in the Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary,

Sabah, Malaysia.

DanauGirangis owned by the Sabah Wildlife Department
and supported by Cardiff University. Its purpose is to further
scientific research with the aim of contributing to letlegm

conservation projects in the area, and develop a better
understanding of our environment and the living things we

share it with.

DanauGirangField Centre
Lot 6

The Jungle

Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary
Sabah

Email:danaugirangfieldcentre @yahoo.com

Editors: Michael Reynolds and Ariyaber

Director of Publication; Benddoossens

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do

not necessarily reflect the views or policies
of Cardiff University.

L}ﬂ‘ ‘s

UNIVERSITY

PRIFYSGOL
(AFRDYD


mailto:danaugirangfieldcentre@yahoo.com
mailto:danaugirangfieldcentre@yahoo.com

